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Sociology on Abortion

For several years, abortion has been a social issue that has drawn a lot of attention to media. In fact, abortion is a social matter and also a crisis that has drawn at a lot of argument and debate in nations and societies all over the globe. The core overall concern which this debate revolves around is the issue of social values and norms. From a sociological viewpoint, abortion issue can be discussed in terms of the conflict society model from Marx or Corser perspective as well as the competition between various groups within the society’s matrix. 
In a sociological context, the issue of abortion can be seen to emphasize on the conflict between the society’s perspectives and values (Rohlinger, pg. 37). At a more pragmatic level, this can be interpreted as a focus on right to abort a fetus and the right to life. These two perspectives denote very varied underlying perceptions in the society. Therefore, abortion issue refers to a broad range of sociological matters and conflicts in contemporary society. In sociological terms, the issue of abortion is much more broad and involved than it may seem to be at first glance and therefore, cannot be analyzed or understood in isolation. A wider view of the society’s related and connected values and variables is necessary in understanding the controversy on abortion.
Earlier, abortion was a professional issue, but it transformed and became a social or public issue when the society’s cultural growth reached the point where matters related to sex and birth became strongly emotionally charged. The fact that abortion issue developed and reached levels of public discussion made abortion a social issue. For instance, recent news have shown that many campaigns have been made concerning the issue of abortion, like in Ireland where voters to consider unborn fetus given a right to life equal to that of its mother. This came out as voters in the traditional Roman Catholic raised concern of increasing rate of abortion.
Different people have different opinions on abortion. A number of these individuals support abortion for various reasons whereas others do not support it for various reasons also. A few people argue that money obtained from tax should not be wasted on abortion. However, this is utilized to make medical services accessible to the poor women in the society just like it is accessible to the wealthy women, and abortion is among these services. 
Abortion is a safe medical procedure and ought to be funded and treated in the same way other societal problems are handled. The functionalist theory majors on how the societal parts add in both expected and unexpected ways to social order and stability and to social disorder and instability. A number of functionalists might see abortion as a continuous social change and the other societal parts would attempt to assist with this change. To add on this, some media has been favoring abortion cases by not covering it to details like some newspapers support the rights of abortion on the editorial pages. For example recent news have shown that 85% of the U.S journalists personally favor abortion rights (Los Angeles Times, Dec. 2018).
 For example, attempts by the society to legalize abortion are one way for accomplishing this change. A functionalist could also see abortion as a sham because to a functionalist, a family is all; an expected societal value and norm. Abortion would be frowned upon, and both communities and societies would want to control promiscuous behavior very much.

 Conflict theorists would examine the differences in values and beliefs regarding abortion. One example of how abortion rights creates conflict in our society can be seen in the article "‘Irish Society Is Starting to Listen’ by Palko Karasz April 28, 2018. The society view abortion as a source of conflict. There is a massive debate over abortion dealing with the pro-life and pro-choice perspectives. Under the pro-choice perspective suggests that women have the absolute right over their bodies and fetus. On the other hand, under pro-life perspective, women feel that the fetus has a total right. The struggle to legalize abortion has been long and tough since almost half of United States population viewed abortion as unjust and should be declared a crime.
Generally, conflict theorists would believe that the society is not effective in solving the issue of abortion, but rather creating intense conflict in society. Symbolic interactionists see abortion in many ways. This can cover from the various ways that individuals would interpret abortion in various cultures to the impact of other important in terms of individuals’ ethics development as well as their personal assessment of their self in this condition (Hitlin, pg. 76). Symbolic interactionist might observe how individuals signify abortion because it is an everlasting continuous debate. 
 How abortion acts as a condition to them; regardless of it being personal or just to get rights and freedom. In my opinion, despite that abortion acts as a controversial matter in the society, it is not yet clear whether the legality or illegality of the issue will ever come to be known. In other words, there seems to be no end on the debate and it is still unclear if women will be in a position to voice their rights. The above discussed perspectives, that is, conflict, symbolic interactionist and functionalist perspectives act as basics in describing the issue of abortion. It is clear that on matters involving sensitive ethical areas, abortion debate assumes a complex and involved dimension. This refers to matters like right to life, as well as the ideological and moral implications of killing a fetus. 
As I conclude, it’s true that abortion has been and is still a social issue that has drawn a lot of attention to media. It has led to crisis and have made people to debate, argue and even fight due to the same issue. Therefore this issue needs to be addressed into finer details so as to shun it. In future I do suggest that a study should be carried out to determine the social effect of abortion and how this can be avoided. The researchers should collect data from the society, schools colleges, hospitals and any other social place. The data collected should be analyzed by specialists who will further take an action on how to cub this trauma.
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